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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health,  vital 
statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  area  for  the  year  1955 — the  eighth 
in  the  series  for  which  I  have  been  responsible. 

There  has  unfortunately  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  still-birth  rate,  and 
the  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  with  a  reduction  in  the  birth  rate — 
not  a  favourable  trend  but  in  view  of  the  small  numbers  involved  not  enough 
to  cause  any  great  anxiety.  There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  but  here  again  I  think  we  can  consider  it  to  be  due  to  the 
ultimate  death  of  very  advanced  cases  who  would  have  died  some  years  ago 
but  for  the  advent  of  new  drugs  which  had  prolonged  their  lives.  The  scheme 
for  vaccinating  eligible  contacts  with  B.C.G.  has  continued  and  those  eligible 
school  leavers  whose  parents  agreed  to  the  procedure  were  also  offered  vaccin¬ 
ation  again  this  year.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  and  there  has  been  a 
further  reduction  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths,  the  figures  comparing  very 
favourably  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  Dysentery  still  remains 
a  problem  since  drug  therapy  cannot  always  be  guaranteed  to  complete  the 
mopping  up  operation  once  the  diseases  has  been  introduced  into  the  family 
unit.  Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  and  while  both  were  very  mild  attacks 
and  the  patients  recovered  completely,  it  is  a  reminder  of  the  importance  of 
maintaining  a  high  percentage  of  immunised  in  the  community  so  as  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease  should  it  be  introduced  into  the  locality  from  the 
outside. 

The  sanitary  circumstances  in  the  area  were  satisfactory.  Considerable 
attention  was  given  to  food  hygiene  in  catering  and  food  manufacturing 
premises  and  a  survey  of  all  sub-standard  houses  in  the  district  was  completed. 
These  houses  were  listed,  and  then  considered  by  the  Council  when  it  was 
decided  that  all  should  be  dealt  with  by  demolition  or  closing  within  the  next 
five  years.  In  the  case  of  atmospheric  pollution  measurement  of  its  extent 
was  taken  throughout  the  area  and  this  should  provide  valuable  data  on  which 
to  work  once  the  Clean  Air  Act  comes  into  operation. 

During  the  summer  months  we  were  caused  some  anxiety  because  of  the 
insufficient  rainfall,  emergency  measures  for  the  conservation  of  the  grossly 
depleted  water  supplies  in  the  reservoirs  having  to  be  instituted.  No  ill  effects 
so  far  as  the  health  of  the  people  concerned  were  evident  but  this  is  a  problem 
which  is  becoming  more  acute  year  by  year. 
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The  liaison  both  with  the  General  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  Hospital 
Authorities  has  continued  and  for  the  sake  of  completeness  I  have  included 
some  details  of  these  services. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  encourage¬ 
ment  and  their  support  and  the  Staff  of  the  Department  for  their  continued 
assistance  and  enthusiasm. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

STANLEY  LUDKIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I.  ENVIRONMENTAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (Acres) 


12,658 


Population  (Estimated)  ... 


47,900 


(i)  Estimated  number  of  children  : — 

Under  5  years 
5-14  years 

(ii)  Approximate  number  of  Aged  People  (over  65  years) 


3,570 

8,237 

4,805 


Marriages  in  the  Area  during  1955 


540 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

(i)  Number  of  Aged  Miners’ Homes 

(ii)  Number  of  Council  Aged  Persons’ Homes  ... 

(iii)  Number  of  Council  Houses  ... 

(iv)  Number  of  Houses  and  Shops  combined 

(v)  Number  of  Lock-up  Shops  ... 

(vi)  Number  of  Occupied  Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  ... 

(vii)  Estimated  number  of  Sub-standard  Houses  to  be  dealt  with  under 

Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  ... 


14,366 

180 

364 

4,081 

192 

320 

3 

393 


Rateable  Value  (1955-56) 

(i)  Estimated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...£207,217 

(ii)  Net  Product  of  Penny  Rate  (1955-56)  (Estimated)  ...  ...  ...  £745 


APPROXIMATE  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYED  PERSONS 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

(i)  Coal  Mining 

9,200 

130 

9,330 

(ii)  Building  and  Civil  Engineering  . . . 

700 

— 

700 

(iii)  Retail  Distribution  of  Rood 

650 

650 

1,300 

(iv)  Local  and  National  Government... 

400 

100 

500 

(v)  Catering  Hotels,  Canteens,  etc.  . . . 

100 

350 

450 

(vi)  Road  Transport 

600 

100 

700 

(vii)  Engineering  Trades 

600 

300 

900 

(viii)  Clothing  Factories 

50 

500 

550 

(ix)  Miscellaneous 

2,050 

520 

2,570 

Totals 

14,350 

2,650 

17,000 

UNEMPLOYED  AND  DISABLED 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Of 

/o 

(i) 

Employable  Persons  out  of  work  at  the 

end  of  1 955 

— 

— 

330 

1.99 

(ii) 

Persons  registered  as  Disabled 

908 

51 

959 

(iii) 

Registered  Disabled  who  were  on  the 

Tuberculosis  Register  at  3 1 . 1 2.55 

46 

14 

60 

6.3 

(iv) 

Disabled  persons  retrained 

— 

— 

6 

(v) 

No.  of  persons  who  have  had  special 

rehabilitation  during  1955 

— 

— 

5 

(vi) 

No.  of  T.B.  persons  who  have  had  special 

rehabilitation  during  1 955 

— 

— 

2 

(vii) 

Tuberculosis  persons  retrained  during 

1955 . 

— 

— 

4 

(viii) 

No.  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  ... 

— 

— 

116 

(ix) 

No.  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons  ... 

— 

— 

33 

(x) 

No.  of  Persons  drawing  Blind  Persons’ 

Pension 

7 

9 

16 

(xi) 

No.  of  Blind  Persons  in  receipt  of  National 

Assistance  ... 

34 

38 

72 

COMPARATIVE  RATES 


No.  of  live  births  per  1 ,000  population  . . . 

No.  of  still  births  per  1,000  population  ... 

No  of  maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births... 

No.  of  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  live  births 
No.  of  deaths  per  1 ,000  population 
No.  of  Tuberculosis  deaths  per  1 ,000  population 
No.  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  deaths  per  1 ,000 
population  ... 

No.  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  deaths  per 
1 ,000  population 

The  standardised  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  area,  i.e.,  rates  calculated  in  such  a 
way  that  allowances  are  made  for  the  age  and  sex  composition  of  the  population  were 
14.26  and  12.9  respectively. 

*  Related  Live  Births. 


England 

Durham 

Smaller  Stanley 

and 

Wales 

County 

Towns 

15.00 

17.20 

14.9  14.26 

0.35 

0.43 

0.40 

0.64 

0.50 

— 

24.90* 

32.00 

25.2  *  19.03 

11.70 

11.20 

11.6  11.63 

0.14 

0.20 

0.13  0.27 

0.13 

0.18 

0.22 

0.01 

0.02 

0.04 

DETAILED  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

(a)  Live  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

357 

306 

663 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

... 

12 

8 

20 

Totals  . . . 

... 

369 

314 

683 

(b)  Still  Births  : 

Legitimate  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

9 

9 

18 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

... 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  . . . 

... 

10 

9 

19 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

No.  of  Still  Births  per  1,000 

population  ... 

0.57 

0.35 

0.41 

0.42 

0.60 

0.37 

0.33 

0.40 

No.  of  Live  and  Still  Births 

per  1 ,000  population 

19.50 

18.35 

16.27 

16.79 

17.63 

16.83 

15.49 

14.66 

No.  of  Still  Births  per  1,000 

Live  and  Still  Births 

29.35 

19.00 

25.35 

24.75 

34.20 

22.25 

21.50 

27.06 

During  the  year  there  were  19  still-births  compared  with  16  last  year. 


DEATHS 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  during  year  ...  ...  ...  331  226  55 7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ......  —  —  — 

(a)  Infant  Deaths 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  for  the  year  was  13  as  compared  with  19  in  the  previous 
year.  Seven  of  these  occurred  on  the  first  day,  nine  within  the  first  week,  and  a  total  of 
12  within  the  first  month  of  life. 

The  difference  between  stillbirths  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  life 
is  often  very  slight  and  as  the  causes  are  frequently  the  same,  the  19  recorded  in  the  first 
category  and  the  12  occurring  within  the  first  week  of  life  should  therefore  be  grouped 
together  when  considering  the  problem  of  prevention.  For  a  long  time  this  group  has  been 
the  hardcore  of  wasted  infant  life,  and  one  cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  importance  of 
adequate  advice,  medical  attent  ion  and  care  of  expectant  mothers  together  with  education 
of  the  nursing  mother  in  the  principles  of  child  care,  nutrition  and  prevention  of  infections. 
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Deaths  under  ono  year  woro  as  follows  : — 


1 921  1931  I9VJ  19*2  ‘9*1  19W  19*S  19*4  19*7  <9*  9  19*9  J9SO  1951  195.2  i95i  |9SV  I SSS 


INFANT  DEATHS  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 
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For  detailed  vital  statistics  and  trends  see  Appendix  A. 


(b) 

Deaths  (General) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

331 

226 

557 

1. 

Cardio  vascular  : — 

(a)  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

48 

35 

83 

(b)  Coronary  disease 

52 

99 

w  w 

74 

(c)  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

6 

6 

12 

(d)  Other  heart  diseases 

36 

31 

67 

(e)  Other  circulatory  diseases  .. . 

17 

16 

33 

Totals 

159 

110 

269 

2. 

Chest  Diseases  : — 

(a)  Pneumonia  ... 

11 

9 

20 

(b)  Bronchitis 

21 

5 

26 

(c)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

7 

2 

9 

Totals 

39 

16 

55 

3. 

Cancer  : — 

(a)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

11 

11 

22 

(b)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

15 

2 

17 

(c)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

7 

7 

(d)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

8 

8 

(e)  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

30 

23 

53 

T  otals 

56 

51 

107 

4. 

Tuberculosis — all  forms... 

8 

5 

13 

5. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases... 

4 

— 

4 

6. 

Congenital  Malformations 

9 

w 

2 

4 

7. 

Diabetes  ... 

3 

4 

7 

8. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

9. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

4 

2 

6 

10. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

4 

11. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

12. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

23 

28 

51 

13. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

7 

— 

7 

14. 

All  other  accidents 

8 

2 

10 

15. 

Suicide 

4 

O 

O 

7 

16. 

Influenza 

4 

2 

6 

17. 

Leukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

18. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

The  main  causes  of  death  were  diseases 

of  the 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

System,  Cancer,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  in  that  order. 


One  can  feel  very  happy  that  so  many  diseases  which  killed  or  maimed 
people  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  have  almost  disappeared  and  that  our 
chances  of  living  to  a  ripe  old  age  are  far  better  than  they  used  to  be,  but  there 
are  a  number  of  diseases  which  are  causing  some  anxiety.  For  example,  again 
this  year  there  has  been  a  large  number  of  deaths  from  Coronary  Thrombosis, 
and  again  the  brunt  of  this  disease  has  fallen  on  males.  The  factors  influencing 
its  occurrence  are  under  active  investigation  and  while  a  number  of  reasons 
for  the  recent  increase  have  been  put  forward  the  stage  has  not  yet  been  reached 
when  one  can  be  certain  of  the  prejudicial  influences  and  so  adopt  appropriate 
preventive  measures. 
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In  the  case  of  Cancer  of  the  Lung,  each  year  over  the  last  ten  years,  in  line 
with  the  national  trend,  there  has  been  in  this  Area  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  this  cause,  and  again  the  increase  is  mainly  confined  to  males. 
In  England  and  Wales  in  1944  there  were  5,331  deaths  of  men  and  1,237  deaths 
of  women  attributable  to  this  disease  as  compared  with  14,820  deaths  of  men 
and  2,451  deaths  of  women  in  1955.  Thus  we  have  something  like  17,000 
Britons  who  died  in  1955  of  this  horrible  disease  for  which  modern  surgery 
can  do  very  little  because  of  the  frequent  unavoidable  delay  in  diagnosis,  but 
which  recent  investigations  suggest  is  preventable.  No  other  form  of  Cancer 
has  shown  a  similar  increase  over  the  years  and  from  the  accumulating  evidence 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  doubt  that  if  the  population  at  large  refrained  from 
smoking  cigarettes,  the  mortality  from  Lung  Cancer  would  drop.  According 
to  the  statisticians  one  out  of  every  11  male  heavy  smokers  aged  25  will  ulti¬ 
mately  die  of  Cancer  of  the  Lungs.  Unfortunately,  the  habit  is  so  firmly 
ingrained  and  as  there  is  no  apparent  urgency,  the  risk  of  producing  the  disease 
later  in  life  is  ignored  or  accepted  philosophically.  Sweden  has  set  an  example 
by  prohibiting  advertisements  for  cigarettes,  cigars  and  tobacco.  It  will  take 
a  long  time  to  convince  the  population  at  large  of  the  danger  of  the  habit  of 
smoking  and  it  may  well  be  that  parents  and  teachers  will  play  the  most  import¬ 
ant  part  in  ultimately  ridding  us  of  this  disease. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  accidents  not  only  in  the  streets  but  in  our  homes 
still  continue  to  take  their  toll  of  life  and  health.  Of  the  17  accidents  causing 
death  during  the  year,  four  occurred  in  the  home  (two  were  old  people  over 
the  age  of  70  years),  four  at  work,  and  nine  on  the  roads.  It  would  seem 
reasonable  to  hope  that  we  could  eliminate  this  group  by  taking  more  care 
(particularly  of  the  young  and  the  old  who  are  not  so  well  fitted  to  look  after 
themselves)  and  by  not  taking  stupid  risks. 

One  group  of  accidents,  burns  and  scalds,  could  with  reasonable  care  and 
common  sense  be  prevented  with  greater  certainty  than  the  rest.  This  group, 
which  even  if  it  does  not  always  produce  fatalities,  can  cause  considerable 
mental  and  physical  suffering  over  a  long  period.  By  Statute  electric  fires, 
gas  fires  and  oil  heaters  sold  after  the  1st  October,  1954,  must  be  guarded  but 
no  legislation  covers  open  fires  and  fires  purchased  before  that  date.  Anything 
which  would  encourage  the  demand  for  fire  guards  and  also  for  garments  made 
from  non-inflammable  fabric  should  be  considered  as  a  worth  while  proposition. 


9 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 
For  the  26  year  period  ending 
31st  December,  1955 • 
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YEAR 


II.  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


1.  Staff  of  Public  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  County  Area  Medical  Officer  for  Stanley  and  Consett 
Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  Districts  : 

S.  Ludkin,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Shops  Inspector  : 

J.  W.  Richards,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.San.I.,  Certified  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

Assistant  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

E.  M.  Petch,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.San.I.,  Certified  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 
District  Inspectors  : 

J.  B.  McGregor,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.San.I.  (Resigned  2nd  October,  1955). 

J.  E.  Harris,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.San.I.,  Certified  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

Clerical  Staff : 

T.  Watson  ;  G.  W.  Moore  ;  J.  Bainbridge  ;  L.  Burrows. 

Rodent  Operator  : 

R.  Neill. 


2.  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  Norton. 

All  specimens  for  animal  inoculation  are  sent  to  the  laboratory  attached 
to  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

The  service  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  has  continued  to  be  used 
extensively  by  General  Practitioners. 


Specimens 

Year.  Submitted  Positive 

1948  568  77 

1949  887  159 

1950  2,475  493 

1951  1,335  292 

1952  1,039  139 

1953  3,649  653 

1954  1,271  199 

1955  2,354  548 


The  increase  in  numbers  during  this  year  was  mainly  due  to  the  rise  in 
the  incidence  of  Dysentery. 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  specimens  sent  in  for  examination 
by  the  Health  Department  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Area. 


Bacteriological  Examinations 


Number  of 
Specimens 
submitted 

Positive 

Blood  :  Culture  ... 

Faeces  : 

(a)  Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

(b)  Other  Organisms 

Swabs  :  (Throat,  Nasal  and  Ear) 

(a)  Diptheria 

1,448 

451 

(b)  Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  ...  y 

(c)  Other  Organisms  ...  ...  ...  J 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  : 

114 

18 

(a)  Chest  Clinics 

745 

78 

(b)  Other  Medical  Services  ... 

42 

1 

Miscellaneous  . 

4 

— ■ 

Totals 

2,354 

548 

Four  Ice  Cream  Samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
all  of  which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


3.  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

In  accordance  with  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  County  Council  on  25th 
February,  1948,  and  approved  by  the  Minister,  the  administrative  County 
was  divided  into  twelve  Areas — each  with  an  Area  Sub -Committee — Consett 
and  Stanley  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  Districts  comprising  No.  3  Area. 
The  Sub-Committee  for  this  Area  is  composed  of  three  members  from  the 
County  Council  appointed  by  the  County  Health  Committee,  three  persons 
appointed  by  the  County  Health  Committee  not  being  members  of  the  County 
Council  or  District  Councils  and  fifteen  members  of  the  three  District  Councils 
in  this  Area. 


As  all  day  to  day  administration  of  the  County  Health  Services  is  carried 
out  at  the  County  Headquarters  and  Area  Medical  Officers  merely  deputise 
for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the 
Area  Sub-Committees,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  these  Committees  are 
few.  During  the  year  representatives  of  the  three  local  authorities  met  a  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  County  Health  Committee  and  pressed  for  de-centralisation 
of  certain  of  the  services  with  added  responsibilities  for  the  Area  Medical 
Officers. 


The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Staff  have  kindly  provided 
the  following  statistics  relating  to  the  personal  health  services. 
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(a)  Health  Centres 

There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  Health  Centre  being  built  in  the 
District. 

(b)  Clinics 

(i)  Birth  Control 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Holmeside  House,  Stanley,  on  alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

(ii)  Ante-Natal 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

Chapel  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Friday  afternoons. 

U.M.  Schoolroom,  Burnopfield — Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Hedley  Memorial  Hall,  Craghead — Alternate  Wednesday  mornings. 

Community  Service  Centre,  Dipton— Alternate  Thursday  afternoons. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Holmside  House,  Stanley — Wednesday 
mornings. 

Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Tanfield  Lea — -Alternate  Tuesday  afternoons. 

Parochial  Hall,  South  Moor — Alternate  Wednesday  afternoons. 

(iii)  Post-Natal 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Holmeside  House,  Stanley,  on  alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

(iv)  Child  Welfare 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  have  a  dual  medical  and  educational  function,  the 
emphasis  at  present  being  on 

(i)  periodic  medical  supervision  of  all  children  from  the  age  of  one  to 
five  years,  where  special  attention  is  given  to  the  early  detection  of 
defects  such  as  deafness,  speech  problems,  spasticity,  squint  and  dental 
caries  ; 

(ii)  prophylaxis  against  infectious  diseases,  and 

(iii)  individual  and  group  education  of  parents  in  child  care.  Included 
in  this  health  education  programme  is  accident  prevention,  advice  on 
behaviour  difficulties  with  special  consideration  given  to  premature 
babies,  illegitimate,  deprived  or  neglected  infants  and  members  of 
problem  families. 

A  commencement  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  building  of  a  new 
Infant  Welfare  Clinic  at  East  Stanley  to  replace  the  existing  building  at  Barn 
Hill.  This  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  1956. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

Chapel  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Tuesday  afternoons. 

U.M.  Schoolroom,  Burnopfield  Alternate  Thursday  afternoons. 

Hedley  Memorial  Hall,  Craghead — Alternate  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Community  Service  Centre,  Dipton — Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Parochial  Hall,  South  Moor — Alternate  Monday  afternoons  (Children). 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Holmside  House,  Stanley — Tuesday 
mornings. 

Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Tanfield  Lea — Alternate  Tuesday  mornings. 

(v)  Artificial  Sunlight 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

Chapel  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Tuesday  mornings  and  alternate  Friday  mornings 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Holmside  House,  Stanley — Tuesday 
afternoons  and  alternate  Thursday  afternoons. 
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(vi)  Immunisation 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  by  : 

(i)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  Medical  Officers  ; 

(ii)  General  Practitioners  by  personal  arrangement  with  parents. 


(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwifery  Services 

These  services  have  been  under  the  direct  administration  of  the  County 
Council  since  1st  April,  1954,  when  the  employees  of  the  County  Nursing 
Association  were  transferred  to  the  County  Council’s  employ.  During  the 
year  the  Superintendent  of  the  Nursing  Service  was  also  appointed  Supervisor 
of  the  Midwives.  All  nursing  requisites  are  held  by  the  Central  Store,  Durham, 
and  are  sent  out  to  the  various  patients  when  requests  are  received. 


The  following  shows  the  districts  in  which  the  District  Nurses,  District 
Nurse-Midwives  and  Midwives  are  operating  : 


Stanley  ... 

Annfield  Plain  . . . 

Craghead 
Burnopfield 
Dipton  ... 
Tanfield... 


3  District  Nurses,  3  District  Midwives  and  2  Independent 
Midwives. 

1  District  Nurse,  2  District  Midwives  and  1  Independent 
Midwife. 

1  Nurse  Midwife. 

2  Nurse  Midwives 

1  District  Nurse  and  1  District  Midwife. 

1  District  Nurse  and  1  District  Midwife. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  this  Area  by  the 
above  : 


Cases 

Visits 

Medical 

724 

12,807 

Surgical 

1,089 

12,599 

Tuberculosis 

31 

990 

Midwifery  and  Maternity 

374 

5,236 

2,218 

31,632 

During  the  year,  confinements  were  attended  by  midwives  which  repre¬ 
sents  54%  of  the  total  births.  Last  year  56%  of  expectant  mothers  had  their 
babies  at  home. 

Midwifery  and  maternity  cases  are  attended  for  fourteen  days. 


(c)  Health  Visitor  Service 

There  are  six  Health  Visitors  in  the  Stanley  Urban  District,  the  following 


domiciliary  visits  being  made  during  the  year  : — 
Maternity  and  Child  W elfare 

...  11,362 

Tuberculosis 

1,368 

General  Health 

17 

Mental  Deficiency 

375 

Schools 

1,287 

Aged  People 

16 

Total  . 

...  14,425 
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Unfortunately,  at  present,  the  services  of  the  Health  Visitors  are  seldom 
used  by  the  General  Practitioners.  The  possibility  of  better  liaison  and 
co-ordination  of  this  service  with  that  of  the  Sanitary  District  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  was  under  consideration  during  the  year. 


(d)  County  Ambulance  Service 

The  Urban  District  comes  within  the  area  served  by  the  Consett  Ambulance 
Control  (with  its  staff  of  four  clerk-telephonists  maintaining  a  24-hour  service) 
but  is  served  in  the  main  by  the  County  Depot  situated  in  East  Street,  East 
Stanley.  The  establishment  of  personnel  and  vehicles  at  this  latter  depot  is  as 
follows  : 

Driver-attendants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ambulances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Stanley  Depot 
during  the  year  1955. 


J  ourneys 
Undertaken 

Cases  carried 

Miles 

Covered 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

4,211 

2,376 

15,024 

17,400 

117,584 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  conveyance  of  cases  resident  in  the 
Urban  District  is  not  completely  restricted  to  the  Stanley  Depot  but  is  under¬ 
taken  by  the  unit  which  is  most  convenient  at  any  given  time.  All  requests  for 
ambulances  are  made  to  the  Consett  Ambulance  Control  (Telephone  No. 
Consett  411). 

(e)  Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After-care 

There  are  no  voluntary  District  Care  Committees,  the  Local  Health 
Authority  discharging  the  functions  imposed  by  Section  28  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946.  As  with  the  other  County  Services,  all  day  to  day 
administration  is  done  centrally. 

Those  cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  further  nursing  are 
visited  by  the  home  nurse  if  necessary  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the  Health 
Visitor  if  this  should  be  requested.  Nursing  requisites  can  be  hired  from  the 
Central  Depot  at  Durham. 


(f)  Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service  has  been  used  extensively  during  the  year. 

Charges  are  made,  the  amount  depending  on  the  income  of  the  household. 

At  the  beginning  of  January,  1955,  306  cases  in  this  District  were  being 
served  by  a  Home  Help.  There  were  76  new  cases  during  the  year  and  of  the 
total  of  382  cases  receiving  the  service,  298  were  old  age  pensioners,  74  were 
were  suffering  from  sickness,  three  from  Tuberculosis  and  there  were  seven 
maternity  cases.  At  the  31st  December,  1955,  there  were  280  cases  in  the  Area. 
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(g)  Occupation  Centre  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children. 

A  Wing  of  the  former  I.D.  Hospital  at  Villa  Real,  Consett,  converted  in 
July,  1952,  has  continued  to  be  used  for  mentally  defective  children  excluded 
from  school  under  Section  57  of  Education  Act,  1944. 

Twenty  children,  including  a  large  proportion  from  Stanley  area,  travel 
daily  to  this  Centre. 

4.  Hospital  Services 

The  Local  Hospital  Services  are  administered  by  the  North-West  Durham 
Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  The  Secretary  has  kindly  provided  the  following  information  on  the 
Hospitals  and  Clinics  serving  this  Area. 

Maiden  Law  Hospital 

At  31st  December,  1955,  the  following  number  of  beds  were  available  : — 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 
Chest  Unit  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  84 

Total  ...  ...  108 


Lee  Hill  Hospital 

This  Hospital,  with  a  complement  of  307  beds  (62  of  which  are  used  as 
Part  III  accommodation  for  the  County  Council)  and  a  Medical  Out-patients’ 
Department,  deals  with  the  Chronic  Sick  and  includes  a  section  for  Orthopaedic 
Tuberculosis  cases. 

Bed  allocation  is  as  follows  : — 

Orthopaedic 
Mental 
Chronic  Sick 

Part  III  Accommodation 

Total 


28 

44 

173 

62 


307 


Shotley  Bridge  General  Hospital 

Out-patient  facilities  for  all  the  Specialties  exist  at  this  Hospital.  The 
532  beds  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 

Surgical 
Medical 
Gynaecological 
Orthopaedic 
Paediatrics 
Thoracic  Surgery 
Radiotherapy 
Plastic  Surgery  ... 

Total  .  532 


98 

43 

45 

4 

113 

50 

58 


Richard  Murray  Hospital 

There  are  32  Obstetric  beds  at  this  Hospital. 
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Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

Patients  in  the  Area  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  were  admitted  to 
the  Chester  de-Street  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

South  Moor  Hospital 

The  38  beds  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 

Thoracic  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Orthopaedic  and  General  Surgery  ...  ...  14 

Out-patient  facilities  for  Surgery,  Medicine,  Opthalmology,  etc.,  also 
exist  at  this  hospital. 


Chest  Clinic 

As  from  the  12th  October,  1953,  the  newly  opened  Chest  Clinic  in  the 
grounds  of  the  South  Moor  Hospital  replaced  the  service  provided  at  the  unsuit¬ 


able  premises  at  Barnhill. 

The  following  sessions  operate  : — ■ 

Monday  mornings,  9.15  a.m.  each  week 
Month  y  afternoons,  2  p.m.  each  week... 

Tuesday  afternoons,  2  p.m.  each  week 

Thursday  mornings,  9.15  a.m.  each  week 
Thursday  afternoons,  2  p.m.  each  week 


Males. 

Contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  and  Pneumo¬ 
peritoneum  refill  session. 
Females. 

Children — up  to  16  years  of  age. 


Venereal  Diseases 

Treatment  and  diagnostic  facilities  are  provided  by  clinics  outside  the 
Area  as  follows  : — 

Newcastle  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Males  and  Females  : — 

Monday  to  Friday  :  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  ;  2  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

Saturday  :  9.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Sunday  (Emergency  only)  :  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Durham  County  Hospital  : 

Females  :  Monday  and  Thursday,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Males  :  Monday  and  Thursday,  4.30  p.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 


5.  Executive  Council  Service 

There  are  23  general  medical  practitioners,  six  dentists  and  nine  chemists 
operating  in  the  Urban  District. 

6.  Old  People  and  their  Homes 

Admissions  to  Local  Health  Authority  Hostels  are  arranged  directly  with 
the  Welfare  Department  at  Durham  or  occasionally  after  reference  to  the 
District  Health  Department. 

In  all,  during  the  year,  nine  were  admitted,  seven  to  the  Lanchester 
Hostel  and  two  to  hostels  outside  the  district. 

A  commencement  has  been  made  with  the  building  of  the  hostel  for  old 
people  in  the  Stanley  district.  This  will  provide  accommodation  for  38  old 
people  at  an  estimated  cost  of  almost  £38,705.  Most  of  this  accommodation 
will  be  in  the  form  of  single  bedrooms  but  there  will  be  also  two  rooms  each  to 
accommodate  two  persons  and  two  rooms  each  to  accommodate  four  persons. 
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In  the  case  of  some  old  people  who  were  living  alone  and  were  finding 
difficulty  in  managing  their  day  to  day  affairs,  after  discussion  with  the  General 
Practitioners,  the  provision  of  a  Home  Help  and  regular  visits  of  the  Health 
Visitor  was  enough  to  ensure  that  they  continued  to  live  in  their  own  homes 
among  old  friends  and  acquaintances  and  in  an  environment  that  they  knew  and 
liked.  It  was  necessary,  however,  in  the  case  of  an  old  lady  of  83  years  to  have 
her  removed  to  hospital  on  the  19th  January  because  of  sudden  mental  and 
physical  deterioration.  She  was  living  alone  and  we  had  been  observing  her 
for  some  time.  Since  she  completely  refused  to  go  to  hospital  it  was  necessary 
for  the  General  Medical  Practitioner  and  myself  to  obtain  a  Magistrate’s  Order 
under  Section  1,  Sub-section  1,  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1951,  for  her 
immediate  and  compulsory  removal  to  and  detention  in  the  hospital.  She  died 
three  weeks  later. 

7.  Health  Education 

Copies  of  the  journal  Better  Health  ”  continue  to  be  supplied  to  each 
school  in  the  Area,  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  various  youth 
and  other  organisations,  and  for  the  waiting  room  of  each  General  Practioner’s 
surgery.  This  journal,  a  very  readable  and  interesting  booklet,  covers  a  whole 
field  of  health  with  particular  reference  from  time  to  time  to  child  health  and 
nutrition,  family  matters,  services  provided  by  the  local  health  authority, 
epidemiology,  environmental  and  food  hygiene,  smoke  abatement  and  home 
accidents.  It  has  proved  a  popular  and  attractive  means  of  promoting  health 
education  in  the  district.  I  have  supplemented  this  by  lectures  to  various 
organisations  on  food  hygiene,  Tuberculosis,  infectious  diseases,  and  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  staff  in  the  Health  Department  of  a  Local  Authority. 

At  the  two-day  Annual  Show,  an  opportunity  was  taken  to  focus  attention 
on  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis  and  an  exhibition  and  film  show  dealing 
with  its  methods  of  spread,  control  and  eradication,  was  produced. 

8.  Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal 

House  refuse  is  collected  from  3,953  ashpits  weekly  and  10,582  ashbins 
twice  weekly,  together  with  trade  refuse  twice  weekly  from  150  shops,  etc., 
necessitating  a  total  of  25,417  visits  each  week. 

The  estimated  amount  of  refuse  is  50,500  tons  per  annum. 

The  refuse  is  abnormally  heavy  and  peculiar  to  a  colliery  district  where 
the  coal  is  supplied  free  to  the  miners  and  contains  a  high  percentage  of  stone. 
These  stones  are  still  being  separated  from  the  coal  and  deposited  either  on  the 
highway  or  the  back  streets  and  this  has  entailed  additional  costs  for  collection. 

The  total  annual  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1956,  was  £32,693.  This  gives  a  rate  of  12/ld.  per  ton  and  an  equivalent 
rate  in  the  pound  of  3/7. 8d.  The  average  weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  population 
per  day  is  58  cwts.  and  the  nett  cost  per  1,000  population  per  year  is  £681. 


9.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

During  the  year  394  inspections  were  carried  out  at  private  dwellings, 
business  premises,  local  authorities’  properties  and  agricultural  premises. 
(See  Appendix  E). 
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Sixteen  food  shops  and  food  preparation  rooms  and  19  schools  were  dealt 
with  because  of  rat  and  mice  infestations.  Where  necessary  owners  were  asked 
to  carry  out  works  of  repair  and  rat-proofing  to  their  premises.  Seventy-one 
private  dwellings  received  the  usual  treatment  for  the  eradication  of  these 
pests. 

The  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  were 
completed  at  two  six  monthly  intervals  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries.  During  the  first  treatment  in  April,  365  manholes  were 
prebaited  and  poisoned  and  65  were  found  to  be  infested.  In  the  October 
treatment  320  manholes  were  treated  and  99  were  found  to  be  infested. 

Close  relations  have  been  maintained  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Northern  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  by  attendances 
at  two  Workable  Area  Meetings  at  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Council 
Offices.  Visits  have  also  been  made  to  Stanley  by  the  Northern  Area  Inspector. 

10.  Disinfestation 

During  the  year  eight  Council  and  two  private  houses  found  to  be  infested 
with  bed  bugs  were  disinfested. 

The  method  of  disinfestation  carried  out  is  by  spraying  with  insecticides, 
removing  or  destroying  infested  woodwork  where  necessary  and  the  washing 
down  of  articles  with  soap  and  water. 

11.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

During  the  year  two  licences  for  the  keeping  of  pet  animals  were  issued  and 
routine  inspections  were  carried  out. 
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III.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water 

(a)  Durham  County  Water  Board  provides  a  public  water  supply  from  a 
catchment  area  around  Waskerley,  some  12  miles  from  Stanley,  reservoirs 
are  situated  at  Smiddy  Shaw,  Waskerley  Park  and  Hisehope,  while  filtration 
and  chlorination  of  this  upland  surface  water  is  done  at  Honey  Hill,  Waskerley. 


During  the  year  there  was  a  steady  residual  of  approximately  0.1  p.p.m.  of 
chlorine  in  all  the  daily  samples  tested  in  the  Health  Department  offices,  while 
all  the  samples  submitted  for  more  detailed  bacteriological  examination  proved 
to  be  satisfactory,  a  standard  which  must  have  been  very  difficult  to  maintain 
in  view  of  the  tremendous  problems  which  faced  the  staff  of  the  Board  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year.  Due  to  insufficient  rainfall  during  the  summer  months, 
emergency  measures  for  the  conservation  of  the  grossly  depleted  water  supplies 
in  the  reservoirs  had  to  be  instituted  and  it  became  necessary  on  12th  December 
to  make  use  of  specially  installed  street  taps  for  domestic  water  supplies  in 
the  Area.  As  a  preliminary  to  ensure  that  other  supplies  to  which  the  public 
might  turn  in  desperation  were  safe  for  use,  we  took  samples  and  submitted 
them  to  the  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  Where  these  latter 
samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  with  the  Council’s  approval  warning 
notices  were  erected  at  these  sites  drawing  the  public’s  attention  to  the  unsuit¬ 
ability  of  the  supply  for  drinking  purposes.  The  operation  of  the  emergency 
measures  was  made  even  more  difficult  by  the  severe  weather  at  the  time  which 
caused  freezing  of  the  street  pipes  and  taps  but  fortunately  increasing  falls  of 
rain  made  it  possible  to  remove  restrictions  before  the  end  of  1955.  The  future 
task  of  providing  adequate  water  supplies  both  for  domestic  purposes  and  for 
the  rapidly  expanding  industries  is  becoming  more  acute  year  by  year  and  is,  I 
understand,  receiving  the  urgent  and  constant  attention  of  the  Water  Board. 


The  site  of  the  new  reservoir  in  the  Ruffside  area  of  the  Derwent  has  been 
selected  and  approved  by  the  Sunderland  and  Durham  County  Water  Boards. 
Detailed  planning  and  consideration  of  the  financial  implications  are  in  progress. 


(b)  Nineteen  samples  of  water  were  forwarded  to  the  Bacteriologist  for 
examination.  The  results,  graded  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Report  “  The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1949  ”  are  as 
follows  : 


Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 

Public  water  supply 

Other  sources  of  supply  (Springs,  wells, 

1 

— 

— 

— 

etc.) 

2 

1 

15 

During  the  year  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  laid  2,319  yards  of 
3-in.  main,  88  yards  of  4-in.  main,  and  248  yards  of  6-in.  main  in  the  Stanley 
Urban  District.  In  addition  to  the  above  mains,  which  were  to  housing  schemes, 
a  9-in’  pipe  is  being  laid  to  improve  the  supply  to  Craghead  but  the  bulk  of  this 
work  still  remains  to  be  done.  An  auxiliary  tank  has  been  installed  in  the  Oxhill 
area  to  provide  a  satisfactory  supply  to  Oxhill  Villas. 
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3.  Atmospheric  Pollution 


This  problem,  domestic  as  well  as  industrial,  is  of  course  one  which  cannot 
be  solved  overnight  and  will  entail  expense  and  involve  co-operation  from  all 
those  concerned. 

In  April  three  deposit  gauges  were  sited  in  the  Amifield  Plain  area  and 
the  results  of  the  last  nine  months  are  shown  in  Appendix  F.  Pollution  figures, 
to  be  of  any  significance,  must  be  studied  over  long  periods  but  the  indications, 
based  on  the  data  already  obtained,  should  be  of  considerable  value  once 
Government  policy,  as  portrayed  in  the  imminent  Clean  Air  Act,  is  known. 

4.  Sanitary  Conveniences 

During  the  year,  39  conversions  were  carried  out  by  private  contractors 
leaving  658  privies  in  the  area.  Part  III  of  the  Council  Scheme  for  the  conversion 
of  the  122  privies  will  be  commenced  early  in  1956. 


The  number  of  privies  converted  into  water-closets  since  1931  are  as 
follows  : — 


1931 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

151 

1932 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  .  . 

155 

1933 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  .  . 

1,664 

1934 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

... 

250 

1935 

«  .  .  •  •  • 

.  .  . 

142 

1936 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

... 

230 

1937 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

... 

103 

1938 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

... 

47 

1939 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

,  .  . 

471 

1940 

...  ,  ,  , 

... 

3 

1941 

...  .  .  . 

... 

1 

1942 

,  .  .  ... 

.  .  . 

2 

1943 

...  •  •  • 

... 

6 

1944 

...  ... 

.  .  . 

12 

1945 

...  ,  ,  , 

... 

6 

1946 

...  •  •  • 

.  .  . 

7 

1947 

...  ,  ,  . 

... 

4 

1948 

...  ... 

... 

51 

1949 

...  .  .  . 

... 

58 

1950 

.  .  .  ... 

•  .  • 

57 

1951 

...  .  .  , 

... 

80 

1952 

... 

... 

192 

1953 

661 

1954 

...  .  ,  . 

... 

59 

1955 

Total  ... 

•  •  • 

39 

4,451 

(including  scheme  for  1,460) 


(including  part  scheme  for  1,295) 


(including  part  of  conversion 
scheme). 

(  ditto.  ). 


The  following  are  the  types 
Water-closets 
Privies 
Dry  Ashpits 
Ashbins 


of  conveniences  in  the  Area: — 
...  14,183 

658 
3,295 
...  10,582 


5.  Housing 
(a)  General 

The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  received  during  January 
and  February,  1955,  was  1,841,  which  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Families  without  Homes  ...  ...  ...  748 

Overcrowding  (Family  Units)  ...  ...  307 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Aged  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  413 


Total  .  1,841 
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The  following  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  : — 


2  Bedroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

3  Bedroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Aged  Persons’  Homos  with  two  Bodrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Total  .  118 


No.  of  Council  Houses  occupied  during  the  year  (including  26  Aged 

Persons’  Homes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Casual  Lettings  (including  26  Aged  Persons’ Homes)  ...  ...  ...  127 

Privately  owned  Houses  completed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  10 

Police  Houses  (Durham  County  Council)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

1  Inn  with  Living  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  total  number  of  persons  rehoused  in  Council  houses  during  the  year 
was  863  (including  74  persons  rehoused  in  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows). 

Medical  Priority 

The  Council’s  practice  of  allocating  10%  of  new  houses  and  casual  lettings 
to  medical  cases  was  continued  and  in  view  of  our  concern  to  reduce  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Area,  all  of  this  allocation  was  granted  to  over¬ 
crowded  families  or  families  living  in  insanitary  circumstances,  in  which  one 
or  more  persons  were  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  Due  regard  was  given  to  the 
family  income  and  rent  payable  for  the  Council  house  to  ensure  that  no  financial 
hardship  nor  deterioration  in  nutritional  state  would  ensue  following  rehousing. 

A  total  of  86  applicants  for  Council  houses  requested  medical  priority 
during  the  year,  but  only  26  were  considered  to  justify  special  consideration. 
Of  these,  13  familes  (45  persons)  were  rehoused  making  a  total  of  163  families 
rehoused  since  1946  on  grounds  of  Tuberculosis. 

Overcrowding 

The  number  of  applications  on  the  1955  Housing  List  is  307  which  are 
confined  specifically  to  the  one-family  unit  and  the  selection  of  tenants  is  based 
on  the  points  system  of  two  persons  to  one  room  and  allowing  for  separation 
of  children  according  to  age  and  sex. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  and  families  together  with 
the  number  of  bedrooms. 


No.  of  Persons 
in  House 

Total  No. 
of  Persons 

No.  of 
Families 

No.  of 

Bedrooms 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

294 

98 

98 

— 

_ 

_ 

4 

320 

80 

80 

— 

— 

— 

5 

470 

94 

34 

60 

— 

— • 

6 

120 

20 

3 

17 

— 

— 

7 

63 

9 

— 

8 

1 

— 

8 

40 

5 

— 

4 

1 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

1,318 

307 

215 

89 

2 

1 
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It  will  be  noted  that  approximately  70%  of  the  applications  are  from 
families  living  in  one-bedroom  houses. 

20%  of  all  Council  houses  let  during  the  year  were  occupied  by  36  over¬ 
crowded  families  (189  persons).  (Average  persons  per  house — 5.3). 

Insanitary  Dwellings 

During  the  year  the  following  properties  were  dealt  with  under  the  Housing 


Acts  : — 

No.  of  No.  of  Persons 
Houses  Displaced 

1.  Individual  Unfit  Houses  Demolished  (Section  11)  ...  7  19 

2.  Individual  Unfit  Houses  Demolished  (Informal  Action)  28  10 

3.  Individual  Unfit  Houses  Closed  (Formal  Action)  ...  2  8 

4.  Individual  Unfit  Houses  Closed  (Informal  Action)  ...  49  141 


The  survey  of  all  sub-standard  houses  in  the  district  was  completed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  At  the  suggestions  of  the  Committee  these  were 
listed  in  order  of  priority  and  after  consideration  by  the  Council  it  was  agreed 
that  483  should  be  dealt  with  by  demolition  or  closing  within  the  next  five 
years  and  the  worst  as  soon  as  possible. 

Demolition  Orders 

The  following  particulars  show  the  position  regarding  houses  under 


Demolition  Orders  : — 

1.  No.  of  houses  occupied  at  31.12.55  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

2.  No.  of  houses  standing  empty  at  31 .12.55  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

3.  No.  of  Demolition  Orders  served  during  1955  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

4.  No.  of  sub-standard  houses  to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  393 


Improvement  Grants — Housing  Act,  1949  and  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs 
Act,  1954 

During  the  year  74  preliminary  applications  were  considered  by  the 
Department  making  a  total  of  195  applications  of  which  18  were  withdrawn 
by  the  Owners  before  and  five  after  submission  to  the  Council. 

A  total  of  95  applications  have  been  granted  by  the  Council,  47  of  which 
have  been  completed.  Three  applications  were  rejected  by  the  Council  during 
the  year. 

(b)  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 


• 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served 

No.  of 
Statu¬ 
tory 
Notices 
served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Act 

118 

7 

94 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Defective 

33 

7 

29 

Drainage  ... 

36 

2 

35 

Water  Supply 

17 

— 

14 

Food  Premises 

3 

— 

— 

Shops  Act 

3 

— 

1 

Slaughter-houses  : 

Private  ... 

1 

, 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles 

12 

— 

5 

Smoke  Nuisances 

18 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

2 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

243 

16 

178 

23 


(c)  Analysis  of  Inspections,  1955  : 

Housing  Defects  :  Inspections 

Revisits 

Drains 

Water-closets 
Ashpits  and  Ashbins 
Yard  ... 

Foul  Conditions 
Housing  Acts  :  Inspections 
Demolition 
Overcrowding 
Verminous  Premises 
Meat  Pool 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Water  Samples 
Ice  Cream  Samples 
Cottagers’  Pigs 
Rodent  Infestation 
Deposits  of  Refuse  ... 

Factories 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 
Atmospheric  Pollution 
Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Privy  Conversions  ... 

Refuse  Collection 
Council  Houses 
Unsound  Food 
Food  Premises 
Shops... 

Appointments 
Miscellaneous 
Milk  Samples 


349 

734 

252 
57 
24 

6 

27 
855 

14 
10 
16 

404 

65 

26 

15 
4 

400 

28 
178 

11 

96 

302 

253 
24 
95 

134 

262 

393 

49 

173 

2 


Total 


5,258 


6.  Factories 


During  the  year  178  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the  factories  in  the 
Area.  (See  Appendix  C). 

The  following  is  a  list  of  factories  in  the  Area  at  the  31st  December,  1955  : 


Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ... 

Bakers 

Butchers 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 
Milk  Pasteurisers 
Clothing  Manufacturers 
Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
Printers 

Ink  Manufacturers  ... 
Plumbers 

Builders  and  Contractors  ... 

J  oiners 

Painters 

Blacksmiths 

Boot  Repairers 

Radio  Repairers 

Brick  and  Tile  Manufacturers 

Watch  Repairers 

Glove  Manufacturers 

Drycleaners  ... 

Electrical  Engineering 
Marine  Dealers 
Motor  Repairers 
GasWorks  ... 

Witherite  Plant 
Building  Sites 
Electric  Stations 
Ball  Bearing  Factory 


5 

8 

23 

1 

1 

5 

4 

2 

1 

4 
14 

5 
5 
2 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 

21 

2 

1 

11 

2 

1 


Total 


132 


There  were  no  out-workers  in  the  Area  at  31st  December,  1955. 
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IV.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  General 

During  the  summer  period  when  the  danger  of  food  poisoning  increased, 
detailed  inspections  of  butchers’  shops  and  premises  and  cafes,  bakeries  and 
food  preparation  establishments  were  carried  out,  particular  attention  being 
paid  to  the  washing  arrangements  provided  for  staffs.  Conditions  generally 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  at  the  time  of  the  inspections,  only  four  fish 
shops,  four  butchers’  shops  and  five  pastry  shops  had  not  provided  adequate 
washing  facilities.  All  these  had  been  provided  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  were  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1955  : — 

Dairies  (not  dairy  farms)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Distributoi’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

There  were  no  licences  issued  during  the  year  under  review. 

(d)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  review  : — 


Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation  “  Pasteurised  ”...  ...  35 

Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation  “  Sterilised  ”  ...  ...  86 

Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation  “  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

(Pasteurised)  ”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  1 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation  “  Tubercu¬ 
lin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  ”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(e)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  all  premises  used  for  the  manu¬ 
facture,  sale  and  storage  of  food. 

The  following  premises  were  registered  under  the  Act  : — 


Ice  Cream  Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ice  Cream  Storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Ice  Cream  Sale...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted  or  Pressed  Foods  ...  34 

Preparation  of  Preserved  Food— Fried  Fish  and  Chips  ...  ...  ...  33 


(f)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 

All  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream  were 
regularly  inspected  during  the  year  and  a  good  standard  of  hygiene  was  main¬ 
tained. 

Samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  periodically  from  all  producers  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Results  were  as  follows  : 

No.  of 
Samples 

Grade  I  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Grade  II  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Grade  III  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Grade  IV  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


(g)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

(i)  Slaughterhouses — Seven  privately-owned  slaughterhouses  are  in  use 
throughout  the  district  and  are  situated  in  Burnop field,  Tantobie,  Annfield 
Plain,  Stanley,  South  Moor  and  Craghead.  Four  hundred  and  four  visits  were 
made  for  the  purposes  of  post  mortem  and  ante  mortem  inspection  and  100% 
inspection  of  all  dressed  carcases  was  obtained.  Details  of  carcases  and  their 
organs  which  were  condemned  are  given  in  Appendix  D. 

Condemned  meats  are  stained  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  recom¬ 
mendations  and  disposal  is  arranged  by  a  bye-product  firm  on  Tyneside  who 
specialise  in  this  type  of  work. 

(ii)  Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the 
Certifying  Officer  for  the  grading  of  pigs  under  this  scheme.  However,  no 
slaughter-houses  in  the  District  were  used  during  the  year  as  deadweight 
certification  centres. 


(iii)  During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  slaughtered  in  private 
slaughter-houses  in  the  Area. 


Cattle  excluding  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs  . 


905 

2 

1,359 

415 


Total  ...  ...  2,681 


In  addition,  four  pigs,  slaughtered  for  private  use,  were  examined  during 
the  year. 

(iv)  During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  destroyed  : 

721  lbs.  Rolled  Bacon 
54  lbs.  Sausage 
80  tins  Vegetables 
576  tins  Fruit 
1  jar  Fruit  Salad 
1  tin  Chicken  Spread 
10  tins  Baked  Beans 
15  tins  Fish 

3  boxes  Cheese  Spread 
7  tins  Cream 

4  tins  Rice 
3  tins  Syrup 

1  bottle  Vinegar 

2  jars  Pickles 

3  bottles  Sauce. 

(h)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  and  Amendment  Act,  1954 

There  were  50  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 


23  lbs.  Meat 
257  tins  Meat 

1  Jar  Beetroot 
16  lbs.  Fruit 

44  tins  Corned  Beef 

2  tins  Meat  Pudding 
16  tins  Soup 

69  tins  Pickles 
2  tins  Coffee 

1  lb.  Butter 

2  lbs.  Sugar 

42  tins  Preserves 
1  tin  Paste 
1  tin  Jelly 
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V.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 


DISEASES 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  confirmed  cases  during  the  year 
compared  with  1954  (927  as  against  756),  due  mainly  to  more  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  and  Dysentery. 

For  analysis  of  notified  and  confirmed  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  see 
Appendix  B. 

Communicable  Diseases  in  Hospitals 

Each  Consultant  is  the  designated  Medical  Officer  of  his  own  Department 
so  far  as  control  of  infection  is  concerned,  and  the  Medical  Advisory  Committee 
acts  as  the  Control  of  Infection  Committee. 

During  the  year  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  needing  hospitalisation  were 
admitted  to  Chester-le-Street  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Notifiable  Diseases  reported  during  the  Year  1954 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the  Area  during  the  year. 


Disease 

Total 
Number 
of  Cases 
Notified 

Total 
Number 
of  Cases 
Confirmed 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

44 

45 

3 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

182 

182 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

7 

2 

7 

— 

Measles 

308 

308 

1 

—  . 

Pneumonia 

45 

45 

8 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

1 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

295 

295 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Para-typhoid  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

34 

33 

1 

— 

Totals 

927 

921 

28 

3 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  decreased  from  47  in  1954  to  44  this 
year.  This  however,  is  no  indication  of  the  incidence  of  the  causative  organism 
in  the  community. 

The  infections  were  mild  in  type,  only  three  were  admitted  to  hospital 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough.  There  were  182  cases  notified  during  the  year  as  com¬ 
pared  with  126  in  the  previous  year.  I  feel  however,  that  this  is  by  no  means 
a  true  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  disease  in  the  community,  there  being  a 
large  number  of  mild  or  undiagnosed  cases  acting  as  a  reservoir  of  infection. 
Two  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
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While  it  is  believed  that  a  number  of  vaccines  are  beneficial  in  preventing 
this  disease,  the  results  of  controlled  experiments  are  awaited  before  any 
County  Council  policy  about  general  immunisation  against  infection  is  to  be 
decided.  It  is  a  potentially  dangerous  disease  to  which  infants  are  particularly 
vulnerable  and  a  number  of  General  Practitioners  in  the  Area  are  in  my  mind 
very  wisely  immunising  selected  children. 


Diphtheria.  In  January  a  girl  aged  20  years  from  “  No  Place  ”  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  Chester-le-Street  Hospital  with  clinical  Diphtheria.  No  Contacts 
were  found  to  be  infected  and  no  further  cases  occurred  in  the  vicinity.  The 
disease  was  mild  and  there  was  full  recovery.  One  further  case,  attending  a 
school  in  the  Hare  Law  area,  also  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  month. 
This  child,  aged  6^  years,  had  been  immunised  when  a  year  old  but  had  not 
received  a  booster  dose  when  starting  school.  Swabs  were  taken  at  the  school 
and  11  carriers  were  discovered  and  excluded.  Parents  in  the  district  are 
always  very  ready  to  consent  to  have  their  school  children  immunised  at  school 
but  there  appears  to  be  a  reluctance  to  have  the  pre-school  children  taken 
routinely  either  to  the  clinic  or  the  general  practitioner  for  the  necessary 
immunisation  procedure.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  school  schemes  are  only 
arranged  every  four  years,  a  large  number  of  unimmunised  children  start 
school  during  this  period  and  these  are  exposed  to  considerable  risk  when  an 
epidemic  occurs.  The  situation  which  arose  at  Hare  Law  is  an  example  but 
fortunately  the  organism  was  of  the  mild  variety,  the  case  recovered  com¬ 
pletely  without  complications,  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  only  53.6%  of  the  children  under  five  years  of  age 
had  been  immunised  but  62.9%  of  school  children  could  be  considered  to  have 
adequate  immunity,  i.e.,  they  had  been  immunised  within  the  last  four  years. 


The  total  numbers  (all  age  groups)  immunised  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : 


Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  542 

Boosters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  248 

Number  of  cases  and  deaths  from  Diphtheria  (per  1,000  population)  since 


1937  are  as  follows  : — 

Year 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  of  Deaths 

1937 

332 

13 

1938 

395 

23 

1939 

196 

6 

1940 

173 

10 

1941 

105 

3 

1942 

125 

3 

1943 

113 

4 

1944 

145 

5 

1945 

97 

6 

1946 

37 

1 

1947 

11 

1 

1948 

3 

1 

1949 

1 

— 

1950 

o 

w 

— 

1951 

1 

1 

1952 

— 

— 

1953 

1 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

1955 

2 

— 
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Measles.  An  outbreak  of  Measles  which  began  during  October,  1954, 
extended  into  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Fortunately  there  were  no  deaths 
from  the  disease.  The  age  groups  mainly  affected  being  the  four  and  six  year 
olds. 


There  were  308  cases  notified  as  compared  with  435  in  the  previous  year. 

Pneumonia.  There  were  45  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year 
of  which  eight  were  admitted  to  hospital. 


Influenza.  This  was  the  cause  of  six  deaths. 

A  number  of  local  General  Practitioners  act  as  “  spotters  ”  and  report  to 
me  any  indication  of  the  beginning  of  influenza  or  influenzal  like  illnesses  in 
epidemic  form.  A  scheme  has  been  worked  out  with  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory  Service  for  taking  blood  samples  from  selected  cases  where  necessary 
so  that  the  causal  organism  can  be  identified  and  vaccine  prepared  when  an 
epidemic  is  anticipated. 


Food  Poisoning.  There  were  33  notified  cases  of  this  disease  as  compared 
with  17  in  the  previous  year.  One  case  was  admitted  to  hospital. 

Monthly  totals  were  as  follows  : — 


January  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

February  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

March  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

April  .  12 

May  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

August  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

September  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

October  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  ...  33 

The  organisms  responsible  were  as  follows  : 


S.  Typhi- murium...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Coagulase  Positive  Staphylococcus  Aureus  ...  2 

S.  Meleagridis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Total  .  33 


In  addition  to  sporadic  cases  and  odd  family  outbreaks  throughout  the 
year  there  were  on  the  10th  September  two  large  but  quite  distinct  outbreaks 
following  two  separate  wredding  feasts,  one  at  South  Moor  and  the  other  at 
Craghead. 

Although  we  ultimately  discovered  that  45  guests  at  the  former  and  81 
at  the  latter  had  been  affected,  the  symptoms  in  both  outbreaks  had  been  so 
mild  that  few  had  consulted  their  doctors,  while  all  the  food  had  been  eaten 
and  none  remained  for  sampling.  No  causal  organisms  were  isolated. 

Dysentery.  There  were  295  notified  cases  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  40  in  the  previous  year.  The  worst  months  were  March  to  June  inclusive 
when  a  total  of  175  cases  were  diagnosed.  Like  a  number  of  other  infectious 
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diseases  once  the  organism  has  been  introduced  into  the  household  several 
members  of  the  family  are  frequently  infected  and  diagnosed  cases  are  merely 
the  indicators  of  family  infection.  The  failure  of  drugs  to  complete  the  mopping 
up  operations  has  established  very  firmly  the  place  of  preventive  medicine 
and  draws  one’s  attention  to  the  community  aspect  of  the  disease. 

Smallpox.  No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  Area  during  the  year 
under  review  but  as  usual  I  would  add  the  reminder  of  the  ever  present  possibil¬ 
ity  of  its  importation  into  the  Country  and  the  necessity  of  being  prepared 
to  meet  this  eventuality. 

The  value  of  vaccination  in  preventing  deaths  from  Smallpox  has  long 
been  well  established,  yet  the  practice  of  vaccination  commenced  to  decline 
in  1898  with  a  further  decline  since  it  became  entirely  optional  at  the  inception 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  In  1903  75%  of  the  infants  in  England  and 
Wales  were  vaccinated  ;  in  1936  it  had  dropped  to  39%,  while  in  1949  the  accept¬ 
ance  rate  for  primary  vaccination  in  those  under  one  year  was  28%.  In  Stanley 
Urban  District  annual  percentages  for  1949  to  1955  are  6.7%,  5.1%,  7.1%, 
21.2%,  16.4%,  14.4%  and  16.9%  (140  were  vaccinated  and  21  re-vaccinated 
during  1955). 

The  low  vaccination  acceptance  rate  can  only  be  regarded  with  grave 
concern  since  the  infection  introduced  into  the  Country  may  be  carried  just 
as  easily  to  Stanley  as  to  any  other  part  of  the  Country. 

A  pamphlet  regarding  vaccination  is  sent  from  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  to  parents  when  their  children  attain  the  age  of  three  months  and  the 
health  visiting  staff  are  provided  with  details  of  children  vaccinated  in  order 
that  they  can  visit  those  not  protected. 

I  would  again  urge  all  mothers  of  infants  to  make  arrangements  with  their 
General  Medical  Practitioner  to  have  this  done. 
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II 


TUBERCULOSIS 


For  the  first  year  since  taking  office  in  this  district  I  am  unable  to  announce 
a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  From  34  deaths 
in  1947  the  number  was  reduced  to  5  in  1954,  but  this  year  we  are  back  to  13. 
While  at  first  this  might  cause  some  anxiety  regarding  a  possible  change  in  the 
favourable  trend,  when  analysed  it  can  be  seen  that  two  cases  were  diagnosed 
for  the  first  time  within  a  matter  of  weeks  of  death,  one  was  a  post- operative 
mortality,  two  I  feel  could  be  considered  to  be  the  result  of  disease  in  susceptible 
types,  while  the  rest  were  cases  notified  some  considerable  time  ago,  had  had 
sanatorium  treatment  before  the  new  drugs  were  discovered,  returning  to  the 
sanatorium  for  treatment  with  these  drugs  only  when  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
the  disease.  This  chemotherapy  merely  prolonged  life  without  producing  a  cure. 


It  is,  in  a  way,  a  reminder  that  while  early  detection  of  new  cases  by  Mass 
X-ray  methods,  the  institution  of  surgical  measures  and  the  introduction  of 
new  drugs  is  of  tremendous  value,  these  remedial  measures  after  the  disease 
has  developed  will  never  on  their  own  rid  of  us  of  this  incapacitating  condition. 
If  we  are  to  ensure  that  preventive  action  does  not  lag  behind  the  recent  advance 
in  treatment  we  must  keep  foremost  in  our  minds  : — 

(1)  that  a  person  has  to  be  infected  by  the  tubercle  bacillus  before  the 
disease  can  develop  ; 

(2)  that  sputum,  saliva  and  milk  are  the  vehicles  by  which  the  infection 
is  mainly  transmitted  ; 

(3)  that  certain  age  groups  are  more  likely  to  develop  the  disease  should 
they  be  infected  ;  and 

(4)  that  continuous  and  frequent  exposure  to  germs  over  a  period, 
particularly  during  a  phase  of  debility,  may  break  down  even  a  strong 
natural  or  acquired  resistance. 


It  is  very  consoling  to  note  that  only  38  new  cases  were  notified  as  com¬ 
pared  with  67  last  year — the  lowest  ever  recorded — but  that  new  cases  are 
being  notified  means  that  a  reservoir  of  infection  still  exists  and  that  there  must 
be  many  infectious  cases  who  have  not  yet  been  persuaded  to  undergo  X-ray 
examination. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  further  step  was  taken  to  eradicate  a  source  of 
tuberculous  infection  in  the  community  by  including  this  area  as  a  specified 
area  in  which  all  milk  sold  by  retailers  must  be  “  specially  designated,”  i.e., 
Sterilised,”  “  Pasteurised  ”  or  “  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised.” 

The  scheme  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  eligible  contacts  has  continued  at 
the  Chest  Clinic,  while  for  the  second  year  eligible  school  leavers  were  also 
offered  the  vaccine  in  November,  1955.  Those  school  children  skin-tested  and 
vaccinated  in  1954  were  X-rayed  in  July,  1955,  when  no  lung  abnormalities 
were  discovered  and  no  adverse  effects  of  vaccination  were  noted. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Stanley  from  the  27th  June  to  the  8th 
July,  1955. 
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The  following  are  the  details  of  this  visit  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

No.  of  Miniature  films  .. . 

1,495 

1,184 

2,679 

Abnormalities  revealed  : 

Pneumoconiosis  ... 

47 

— 

47 

Carcinoma  of  lung 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculous  conditions  : 

Healed — no  further  action 

4 

5 

9 

Occasional  supervision  required 

— 

2 

2 

Immediate  treatment  needed  ... 

1 

5 

6 

Cases  Notified — from  M.R.  examination 

1 

5 

6 

Cases  known  prior  to  M.R.  examination 

1 

2 

3 

When  the  Unit  is  in  the  District,  all  school  leavers  at  the  Senior  Schools 
are  invited  to  attend  the  sessions,  the  County  Education  Committee  having 
agreed  to  allow  time  off  during  school  hours  for  this  purpose. 

1.  Statistics 


(a)  No.  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  : 

Males 

Females... 

Totals  . . . 


(b)  No.  of  deaths  registered  : — 

Males 

Females... 

Totals  . . . 


(c)  No.  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  : 

Males 

Females... 


Totals 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Total 


16 

17 


3 

2 


19 

19 


33 


38 


8 

3 

11 


2 

2 


8 

5 

13 


222 

210 

432 


45 

46 

91 


267 

256 

523 
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Age  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  are  as  follows  : — 


Age 

Period 


Years 


0—4  . 

5—10  . 
11—15  . 
16—20  . 
21—25  . 
26—30  . 
31—35  . 
36—40  . 
41—45  . 
46—50  . 
51—55  . 
56—60  . 
61—65  . 
66—70  . 
71—75  . 
76—80  . 
Age 

unknown 


Totals 


CASES 


Pulmonary 


M. 


1 

3 

7 

2 

1 


16 


F. 


2 

2 

4 

3 

3 


17 


33 


Non- 

Pulmonary 


M. 


F. 


1* 


2 


’"v~ 

38 


5 


DEATHS 


Pulmonary 


M.  F. 


1 

2 


2 

1 

1 


8 


11 


Non- 

Pulmonary 


M. 


F. 


1* 


“V- 

13 


—  2 

V _ ) 

2 

_ J 


*  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 


Year 

No.  of 
Notifications 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Sanatoria 
Admissions 

1934 

64 

1.3 

34 

.75 

— 

1935 

67 

1.4 

22 

.49 

— 

1936 

57 

1.2 

24 

.66 

— 

1937 

52 

1.0 

21 

.41 

— 

1938 

85 

1.6 

18 

.35 

— 

1939 

74 

1.5 

25 

.50 

— 

1940 

70 

1.5 

27 

.56 

— 

1941 

66 

1.4 

32 

.69 

— 

1942 

52 

1.1 

22 

.48 

— 

1943 

73 

1.6 

30 

.66 

— 

1944 

53 

1.1 

21 

.46 

— 

1945 

45 

0.9 

26 

.56 

— 

1946 

67 

1.2 

24 

.50 

28 

1947 

83 

1.7 

34 

.70 

29 

1948 

91 

1.8 

30 

.61 

31 

1949 

73 

1.5 

17 

.35 

37 

1950 

64 

1.3 

16 

.33 

29 

1951 

96 

2.0 

8 

.16 

68 

1952 

63 

1.3 

11 

.23 

64 

1953 

58 

1.2 

11 

.23 

40 

1954 

67 

1.4 

5 

.10 

68 

1955 

38 

0.8 

13 

.27 

56 
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Tuberculosis  Services  for  the  Area 

(i)  At  the  Chest  Clinic  at  South  Moor  Hospital,  special  sessions  have 
been  arranged  for  contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  new  and  old  cases 
and  for  artificial  pneumothorax  and  pneumo-peritoneum  refills.  Eligible 
contacts  received  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

(ii)  Those  needing  sanatorium  treatment  are  in  the  main  admitted  to 
Maiden  Law  Tuberculosis  Unit  ;  those  needing  major  surgical  treatment  being 
transferred  to  Seaham  Hall,  Poole  or  Wolsingham  Sanatorium.  During  the 
year  56  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  for  hospital  treatment. 

(iii)  There  were  523  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  two  received  special  rehabilitation  and  two  were  re-trained. 

(iv)  After-care  responsibility  rests  entirely  with  the  Durham  County 
Council,  all  day  to  day  administration  being  carried  out  centrally.  Nursing 
requisites  are  stored  in  Durham  City. 

(v)  Arrangements  are  made  annually  to  vaccinate  with  B.C.G.  all  eligible 
school  children  between  their  13th  and  14th  birthday  providing  parents  consent 
to  the  procedure.  Three  hundred  and  thirty- eight  were  vaccinated  during  the 
year. 

(vi)  Thirteen  Council  houses  have  been  allocated  to  potentially  infectious 
Tuberculosis  cases  who  were  living  in  overcrowded  circumstances. 

A  total  of  163  families  have  been  rehoused  since  1946  on  grounds  of 
Tuberculosis. 
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B.C.G.  SCHEME — SCHOOL  LEAVERS 
STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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Skin  test  used  was  intra-dermal  Mantoux  10  I.T.TJ.- 
B.C.G.  was  given  in  doses  of  0.1  ml.  intra-dermally. 


STANLEY  U.D. 

COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY  RATES  1934  -  1955  •  DURHAM  COUNTY 

ENGLAND  &  WALES 
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APPENDIX  B 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  NOTIFIED  AND  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS  FOR  1955 
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Name  of  Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Measles  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

Dysentery 

Paratyphoid 

Totals  . 
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APPENDIX  C 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including  inspec¬ 
tions  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

21 

30 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

98 

125 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 

13 

23 

_ 

Totals 

132 

178 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WEPvE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

,rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors (S. 6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

fective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- ’ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Totals 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  D 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR 

IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  . . . 

905 

— 

2 

1,359 

415 

— 

Number  inspected  ... 

905 

— 

2 

1,359 

415 

— 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . . 

257 

— 

— 

35 

14 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

28.4 

2.6 

3.4 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . . 

46 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5.1 

_ 

1.2 

_ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— • 

— 
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APPENDIX  E 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 


Totals 

Totals 

No.  of  Properties  inspected — notification  ... 

222 

— survey 

52 

— otherwise 

120 

394 

No.  of  Inspections  carried  out  including  reinspection 

1,250 

No.  of  Properties  inspected  and  found  to  be  infested  with  : 

Rats  Major 

3 

Minor 

57 

Mice  Major 

20 

Minor 

63 

— 

143 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  the  Local  Authority  : 

L.A.  Properties  ... 

27 

Dwelling  Houses  ... 

80 

Other  including  business  premises 

36 

Agricultural 

1 

— 

144 

Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out 

146 

No.  of  Notices  served — Treatment  ... 

1 

— Structural  ... 

1 

2 

No.  of  Third  Party  Premises  treated 

54 

Total  cost  charged  to  Third  Party  Premises 

£77  7s, 

APPENDIX  F 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Tons  per  Sqi 

lare  Mile  per  IV 

[onth  (Total  D 

eposit) 

New  Kyo 

Clavering 

Langley 

Month 

Hostel 

Place 

Moor 

April 

19.71 

14.40 

29.29 

May 

19.67 

22.79 

18.12 

J  une 

20.51 

16.78 

17.72 

July  . 

40.19 

10.33 

19.20 

August 

14.41 

25.87 

27.69 

September 

50.02 

17.82 

24.30 

October 

32.52 

27.35 

22.35 

November 

26.15 

10.03 

19.53 

December  ... 

31.11 

19.86 

22.66 

Average 

28.25 

18.36 

22.32 
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